Lafayette  Place 


By  Karyi  Scott 


A  major  development  proj¬ 
ect,  Lafayette  Place,  a  hotel- 
retail  complex,  will  soon 
spring  up  next  to  Chinatown. 
About  half  the  workforce  on 
the  city’s  portion  of  the  pro¬ 
ject,  the  contruction  of  a  gar¬ 
age,  will  be  Bostonians  —  sig¬ 
naling  job  opportunites  for 
Chinatown  residents.  But  the 
hiring  policy  of  the  hotel  de¬ 
velopers,  Lafayette  Place  As¬ 
sociates,  remains  unclear 
both  for  construction  and  in 
the  completed  hotel. 

Further  uncertainty  arises 
over  how  the  developers  will 
communicate  with  the 
Chinese-speaking  communi¬ 
ty,  and  whether  there  will  be 
training  programs  for 
Chinese  who  seek  employ¬ 
ment  on  the  project. 

What  is  certain  is  that  there 
will  be  a  walkway  from 
Lafayette  Place  into 
Chinatown  with  the  potential 
to  attract  increased  com¬ 
merce  into  Chinatown,  rather 
than  isolating  Chinatown  as 
originally  feared  by  resi¬ 
dents. 

Enlargement  and  im¬ 
provement  of  sidewalks  will 
take  place  on  Essex  St.  and 
Harrison  Ave.  According  to 
Matt  Cougan,  project  director 
at  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  for  the  La¬ 
fayette  Place  project,  “The 
city  will  ha  ve  to  do  everything 


in  its  power  to  make  the 
walkway  a  pleasant  environ¬ 
ment  in  order  to  make  the 
project  a  success.” 

Boston’s  policy  of  hiring  re¬ 
sident  workers  stems  from  a 
pre-election  mandate  issued 
by  Mayor  Kevin  White.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Mayor’s  Office, 
50  percent  of  workers  hired 
for  city  projects  such  as  the 
Lafayette  Place  garage  must 
be  residents  of  Boston. 

According  to  Cougan,  “The 
city  and  the  BRA  has  less 
control  over  the  developer’s 
hiring  policy,  but  we  are 
working  on  an  agreement  to 
encourage  them  to  hire  from 
within  Chinatown.” 

In  the  contracts  the  city  has 
with  the  developers,  there  is  a 
clause  requiring  the  develop¬ 
ers  to  advertise  available  jobs 
in  Chinatown  before  advertis¬ 
ing  them  in  any  other  loca¬ 
tion,  Cougan  said.  He  added 
that  “The  BRA  is  on 
Chinatown’s  side  and  we  will 
be  working  with  the  develop¬ 
ers  to  see  that  these  man¬ 
dates  are  met.” 

It  is  still  unclear  where  ad¬ 
vertisements  concerning  jobs 
will  appear  and  whether  they 
will  be  printed  in  English  or 
Chinese. 

Cougan  pointed  out  that 
Chinatown  has  to  take  some 
initiative  to  directly  influence 
the  developers*  hiring 


policies.  He  did  not  specify 
just  how  this  might  be  done. 

Terry  McCarthy,  the  Bos¬ 
ton  representative  for  Lafay¬ 
ette  Place  Assoc.,  said  “I 
would  imagine  that  there  will 
be  provisions  made  for  com¬ 
munity  employment,  but  this 
will  not  come  until  the  city 
has  completed  its  portion  of 
the  construction.” 

Sub-contractors  are  being 
hired  as  well,  and  the  de¬ 
velopers  will  have  to  discuss 
with  the  subcontractors  jobs 
to  be  filled,  and  the  skills 
needed  in  those  jobs,  McCar¬ 
thy  said. 

Judy  Glasser  of  the  BRA 
said  that  the  pattern  has  been 
to  encourage  the  hiring  of  city 
residents  on  development 
projects  such  as  Lafayette 
Place. 

A  Boston  Globe  report  of 
April  27,  quoted  a  Finance 
Commission  report  on 
Lafayette  Place:  “The  city 
has  failed  miserably  to  co¬ 
ordinate  an  effective  de¬ 
velopment  procedure . . .  The 
individuals  who  represented 
the  city  in  this  project  have 
sacrificed  the  city’s  interests 
and  have  been  over¬ 
pressured  and  out-negotiated 
by  Allied  Stores  (the  parent 
company  of  Jordan  Marsh) 
and  the  other  developers.” 


Rodday  tenants  settle 
on  relocation  money. 


An  out  of  court  settlement 
has  been  reached  between  13 
Chinatown  tenants  and 
Robert  Rodday,  the  landlord, 
who  for  over  10  months  tried 
to  evict  the  tenants  from 
three  buildings  he  sold  to 
Tufts  —  New  England  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  (T-NEMC). 

After  lengthy  legal  encoun¬ 
ters  with  Rodday,  the  13,  in 
seven  apartments,  settled  for 
$4000  relocation  money  per 
apartment,  according  to  a 
source  close  to  the  case. 

An  initial  relocation  offer 
from  Rodday  to  the  Tenants, 
made  in  July,  was  $400  per 
apartment.  The  recent  set¬ 
tlement  affects  only  those 
tenants  who  remained  in 
their  apartments  and  were 
represented  in  court  by  Legal 
Services  lawyer  Regina  Lee. 

The  settlement  can  be  seen 
as  only  a  limited  victory  for 
Chinatown  as  a  whole,  be¬ 
cause  the  buildings,  although 
in  poor  shape,  did  constitute 


much  needed  housing  in 
Chinatown. 

The  $500,000  sale  price  for 
the  buildings,  located  at  131 
and  137  Harrison  Ave.,  and  28 
Harvard  Street,  include  pay¬ 
ment  to  Rodday  for  settle¬ 
ment  with  the  tenants  and 
the  price  of  demolishing  the 
buildings.  T-NEMC  spokes¬ 
man  Robert  Vey  said  in  July 
the  school  plans  on  building  a 
science  library  on  the  site. 

There  were  some  30  tenants 
in  the  three  buildings,  but  the 
majority  moved  out  when  in¬ 
formed  by  Rodday  of  the 
pending  sale.  Those  who  re¬ 
mained  took  the  case  to  the 
Rent  Control  Board  and  Bos¬ 
ton  Housing  Court  before 
reaching  the  settlement. 

Lee  said  in  July  that  this  “is 
a  case  of  the  tenant  desire  to 
stay  in  Chinatown  versus  the 
landlord’s  desire  to  get  out  of 
the  business.”  The  usual  re¬ 
sult,  she  said  then,  is  less 
housing  for  Chinatown. 


Chinatown  receives  a  Christmas  tree 
Carols  and  lights  set  for  Dec.  14 


The  40-foot  white  pine, 
standing  unadorned  at  the 
corner  of  Beach  and  Hudson 
Streets,  will  become  China¬ 
town’s  first  public  Christmas 
tree  on  Friday  night,  Dec.  14, 
when  the  pine  will  begin  to 
look  like  a  Christmas  tree. 

George  Joe,  deputy  director 
of  Boston’s  Neighborhood 
Business  Program,  has  or¬ 
ganized  Christmas  tree 
celebrations  for  other  com¬ 
munities,  and  figured  it  was 
about  time  Chinatown  had  a 
tree. 

Joe  convinced  the  city  to 
donate  the  tree  and  the  Parks 
and  Recreation  Department 
to  deliver  it.  He  contacted  the 
Chinese  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  Council  which  agreed  to 
pay  for  the  300  to  400  colored 


light  bulbs  that  will  be  strung 
on  the  tree.  He  asked  the 
Quincy  Community  School 
After  School  Program  to 
make  decorations.  Students 
in  the  after-school  program 
will  sing  Christmas  carols  in 
both  Chinese  and  English  at 
the  decorating  and  lighting 
celebration  that  will  begin  at 
4  p.m.  Dec.  14. 

And  to  flick  the  light  switch 
Joe  found  81-year-old  Tun 
Wong  Chin.  “  I  was  looking  for 
the  oldest  man  in 
Chinatown,”  Joe  said.  “Do 
you  know  how  hard  it  is  to  find 
the  oldest  man?”  Joe  said 
Chin  is  not  the  oldest,  but  is 
well  respected  and  looking 
forward  to  the  honor  of  light¬ 
ing  Chinatown’s  first  Christ¬ 
mas  tree. 
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CEDC  to  open  service, 
cultural,  youth  center 


The  Chinese  Economic  De¬ 
velopment  Council  (CEDC)  is 
training  new  staff,  buying  of¬ 
fice  furniture  and  renovating 
the  second  floor  of  their  re¬ 
cently  acquired  building  at  31 
Beach  Street  where  the 
CEDC’s  community  service 
center  is  scheduled  to  open 
sometime  this  month. 

The  center,  which  has  yet  to 
be  formally  named,  will  in¬ 
clude  a  language  laboratory, 
a  youth  center,  a  cultural 
center  and  a  newcomer’s  ser¬ 
vice  center. 

The  newcomer’s  center,  ac¬ 
cording  to  May  Ling  Tong, 
CEDC’s  director  of  social  ser¬ 
vices,  will  operate  a  9  a.m.  to  5 
a.m.  telephone  hot  line  for 
“emergency  translation.” 

“We  are  going  to  work  with 
newcomers  to  the  area,”  Tong 
said,  “Not  just  immigrants. 
We  are  going  to  try  to  help 
people  assimilate.  We  will 
have  a  number  of  seminars 
covering  topics  like  immigra¬ 
tion  and  Social  Security.” 

Tong  said  that  the  hotline 
will  operate  extended  hours  if 
the  need  is  there.  She  also 
said  they  plan  on  videotaping 
the  seminars  so  they  can  be 
shown  repeatedly  if  needed. 

Funding  for  the  service 
center,  which  was  discussed 
at  length  at  the  Nov.20  CEDC 
board  meeting,  will  come  from 
“private  foundations  as  long 
as  it  does  not  take  away 
funding  from  other  service 
agencies,”  Tong  said. 

The  CEDC  Community 
Service  Center  is  presently 
funded  at  $150,000  for  six 
months.  Tong  said,  “The  sec¬ 
ond  six  months  will  cost  much 
less.  The  office  furnishings 
will  have  been  bought.  The 
language  lab  material  was 
very  expensive.” 


Anyone  who  uses  the  new¬ 
comer’s  center  is  expected  to 
purchase  annually,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,  an  identification  card 
that  will  have  the  person’s 
name  and  perhaps  a  special 
number  for  CEDC  record 
keeping.  The  back  of  the  card, 
Tong  said,  will  read  some¬ 
thing  like,  ‘I  do  not  speak  En¬ 
glish.  If  you  wish  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  me,  please  call  this 
number.’ 

Asked  if  the  center  would 
duplicate  existing  services  in 
Chinatown,  which  the  CEDC 
has  been  accused  of  in  the 
past,  Tong  said  it  would  not, 
because  the  center  will  “coop¬ 
erate  with  other  (Chinatown 
agencies)  by  referring  clients 
to  them.” 

Tong  described  the  cultural 
center  as  “a  large  open  space 
for,  we  hope,  exhibits  on  loan, 
antiques,  art.  And  an  art  gal¬ 
lery  with  paintings  for  exhibit 
and  sale.  We  hope  to  do  some 
promotion  for  artists.” 

The  youth  center  will  be 
staffed  by  a  coordinator  and  a 
program  aide.  Tong  said  they 
hope  to  work  with  high  school 
students  and  young  adults  in 
the  area  of  “entrepreneurial 
development.” 

“We  hope  to  find  kids  who 
want  to  set  up  a  business  for 
themselves,”  Tong  said.  Also 
planned  are  college  fairs 
where  recruiters  talk  with 
high  school  graduates  in¬ 
terested  in  attending  college. 

The  language  center,  Tong 
said,  will  consist  of  two  class¬ 
rooms  able  to  hold  20  students 
each.  A  number  of  those  stu¬ 
dents,  14  at  present,  also  at¬ 
tend  the  CEDC’s  Chef  Train¬ 
ing  School. 


Act  now  for 
fuel  assistance 

By  Matt  Sawyers 

If  you  are  on  a  low  or  fixed 
income  and  need  help  to  pay 
skyrocketing  heating  bills 
this  winter,  you  may  be  eligi¬ 
ble  for  money  from  the  $25 
million  fuel  assistance  bill. 
The  legislation,  signed  into 
law  by  Governor  King 
November  14,  will  provide  up 
to  $400  dollars  to  eligible 
families. 

Application  forms  for  the 
program  will  be  available  in 
December  at  the  Chinese 
American  Civic  Association 
(CACA),  684  Washington 
street  in  Chinatown.  Sarah 
Tong  and  David  Moy,  who  are 
bilingual  assistants,  will  be 
present  to  help  in  completing 
the  form.  The  CACA  will  be 
taking  applications  Monday 
through  Friday,  2  P.M.  —  5 
P.M. 

Criteria  for  eligibility  are 
based  on  the  federal  poverty 
level.  F or  instance,  a  family  of 
four  earning  less  than  $10,050 
per  year  would  be  a  likely 
candidate  for  aid. 

Funds  are  expected  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  community  action 
agencies  in  mid-December.  It 
is  predicted  by  the  Action  for 
Boston  Community  De¬ 
velopment  (ABCD)  that  a 
period  of  three  weeks  will  be 
required  to  process  the  appli¬ 
cation  and  deliver  the  check, 
which  goes  to  the  fuel  dealer. 

The  $25  million  bill  is  made 
up  of  two  parts.  More  than 
half  the  money,  $15  million, 
will  be  tapped  from  state 
funds.  This  money  is  aimed  at 
families  earning  too  much  for 
eligibility  in  federal  aid  prog¬ 
rams,  but  who  will  still  have 
difficulty  surviving  the 
winter  on  their  income.  The 
remaining  $10  million  will 
also  be  supplied  by  the  state, 
but  will  be  reimbursed  by  fed¬ 
eral  dollars  arriving  later  this 
winter. 
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ELIGIBILITY  STANDARDS 
'  CHART 


Household 

size 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Gross 
Annual 
Income 
$  5,100 
6,750 
8,400 
10,050 
11,700 
13,350 

.  u 


Needy  individuals  or 
families  are  urged  to  submit 
an  application  for  aid 
promptly,  so  that  distribution 
of  checks  will  be  free  of  delay. 


YWCA 

THERE’S  SOMETHING  FOR 
EVERYONE  this  winter  at  the 
Boston  YWCA.  Registration  be¬ 
gins  December  17  for  classes 
at  the  Cass  Branch,  140  Claren¬ 
don  Street,  Boston.  Over  100 
courses  and  programs  are  avail¬ 
able  including  juggling,  jazz, 
dance,  woodworking,  mime  or 
photography.  Classes  begin 
Janury  7  for  a  ten-week  term. 
For  more  information,  call 
536-7940  or  stop  by. 


Advanced  Electronics,  Inc. 


745  ATLANTIC  AVENUE  •  BOSTON  MA  02111 
TEL  617  462  5266 
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:  lanuhai  with  electronic  drawings  ami  components. 

I  \pericnced  in  electronic  assembling  and  soldering. 
*  Leader*1  abilil>  . 
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It  INSISI-C' TORS 

*.  l  amiiiar  with  electronic  components  and  drawings. 
0  Some  experience  in  electronic  asscmhl\  . 

*  Must  lia\e  good  eve-sight  ami  quick  to  learn. 


C  ASSEMBLERS 

•  No  experience  required. 

•  Good  manual  dexterity  and  eye-sight. 

•  Patient  and  willing  to  learn. 
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Century  Auto 

Purchasing  Center 

•S  Bench  St. 

Boston,  Ain  02111 

Phone:  422-0241 

price  squeeze? 

Why  not  use  the  services  of  a  profession¬ 
al  when  you’re  in  the  market  for  a  new 
car,  van  or  light  truck?  Acting  as  your 
PERSONAL  PURCHASING  AGENT, 
we’ll  help  you  SAVE  TIME  .  . .  AND 
MONEY  (up  to  $750.00  or  more)  on 
just  about  ANY  GM,  Ford,  Chrysler  or 
AMC  vehicle.  It’s  like  having  “a  friend  in 
the  business.”  tit 
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Condos  come  to  Chinatown 


The  Boston  Chinese  Evangel¬ 
ical  Church  will  have  a  number 
of  events  to  celebrate  the  birth 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Most  important 
will  be  the  Christmas  Sunday 
Worship  Service  on  December  23 
at  11  a.m.  Pastor  Jacob  Fung, 
who  will  be  spending  his  first 
Christmas  with  the  church,  will 
bring  the  Christmas  message. 
There  will  be  special  music  as 
well. 

The  church's  youth  groups 
will  be  having  a  Christmas  party 
on  Friday  night,  December  21. 


The  party  will  feature  a  potluck 

dinner  at  6:30  p.m.  and  the 
movie  "More  Than  a  Carpenter" 
at  8  p.m.  The  movie  will  help 
clarify  the  real  meaning  of 
Christmas  to  many  people.  In 
addition,  the  church  will  be 
Christmas  caroling  on  Christmas 
Eve.,  December  24  at  Tufts-New 
England  Medical  Center  and  in 
Chinatown. 

All  are  welcome  to  these 
activities.  The  church  is  located 
at  249  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston. 
For  more  information,  call 
426-5711. 


Hadco  Company,  which 
owns  four  apartment  build¬ 
ings  in  Chinatown,  is  in  the 
process  of  converting  two 
buildings  at  74  and  79  Tyler 
Street  into  10  condominiums, 
to  be  finished  and  up  for  sale 
sometime  in  May. 

There  are,  however,  some 
questions  concerning  build¬ 
ing  permits  and  the  legal 
number  of  units  that  can  be 
built  in  the  two  brick  build¬ 
ings. 

“There  is  no  record  in  the 
Building  Department  compu¬ 
ter  of  either  long  or  short 
(permit)  being  taken  out,” 
said  Gary  Brown  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Redevelopment  Author¬ 
ity.  To  begin  work  on  a  build¬ 
ing  without  a  permit,  Brown 
said,  “would  be  a  violation  of 
building  codes.” 

In  addition,  Brown  said, 
city  documents  show  the 
buildings  have  a  legal  occu¬ 
pancy  of  three  apartments 
per  building.  If  Hadco  plans 
on  building  five  units  per 
building,  Brown  said,  “that 
would  be  a  change  in  the  legal 
occupancy  and  would  require 
a  hearing  before  the  Zoning 
Board  of  Appeals.” 


Lou  Hadaya,  part  owner  of 
Hadco,  said,  “We  know  all 
about  that.  We  have  a  permit 
for  brick  work.  Then  we’ll  get 
(permits)  for  the  rest  of  the 
building.” 

Hadaya  said  it  is  common 
practice  to  obtain  permits 
while  work  is  in  progress.  He 
explained  the  basement  and 
attic  of  the  two  buildings  are 
going  to  be  made  into  living 
spaces,  in  addition  to  the 
three  main  floors.  He  expects 
this  explanation  will  convince 
the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
to  grant  a  five  apartment 
permit. 

Hadaya  would  not  quote  a 
selling  price,  saying  he  does 
not  yet  know  how  much 
money  he  will  have  to  put  into 
the  project.  He  explained  that 
Hadco  would  manage  the 
condominiums  until  the  last 
one  was  sold,  whereupon  the 
owners  have  to  manage  af¬ 
fairs  by  themselves. 

The  two  buildings,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Hadaya,  have  been  un¬ 
occupied  for  some  years.  In 
the  citywide  debate  over  con¬ 
dominium  conversion,  a  cent¬ 
ral  factor  has  been  the  evic¬ 
tion  of  tenants.  Conversion  is 
generally  seen  as  reducing 
the  number  of  apartments  for 
rent,  while  increasing  the 
number  of  owner  occupied 
apartments,  thus,  it  is  ar¬ 
gued,  poorer  people  who  can 
not  afford  to  purchase  a  con¬ 
dominium  are  being  squeezed 
out  of  affordable  places  to 
live. 

Editor's  note: 
since  this  story 
was  written, 

Hadco  company  bias 
posted  a  building 
permit. 


ESL  TEACHER 

Needed  immediately  for  after 
school  program  for  newly 
arrived  students  ages  7-19. 
Monday  through  Thursday 
1:30-5:30  p.m.  $7  per  hour. 
Education  degree  plus  teaching 
experience  preferred.  Bilingual 
in  Chinese  desirable.  Send 
resume  by  January  2  to: 
SNAP-Chinatown  Youth  ESL 
Program,  152  Arlington  St., 
Boston,  02116. 

For  more  information,  please 
call  Holly  Lockwood  at 
426-6660. 


CLERICAL  HELP 
BROOKLINE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 

Applications  are  being  accepted  for 
experienced  clerk-typists  to  be  on 
call  for  substitute  and/or  short¬ 
term  temporary  assignments,  $4  per 
hour.  Call  Mrs.  Flynn  at  734-1111 
(Ext.  139). 

Human  Relations-Youth  Resources 
Commission  . 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Oppor¬ 
tunity  Employer 


CHINESE  SPECIALTY  COOK 

to  cook  and  prepare  Chinese  style 
dishes  from  menu,  using  Chinese 
style  utensils.  40  hour  week,  $5  per 
hour.  Excellent  working  conditions. 
One  to  two  years  experience.  Apply: 
Eddie  Ng,  Lichee  Garden  Restaurant, 
196  Border  St.,  East  Boston  02109. 


HEALTH  CAREERS  COUNSELOR 

Immediate  opening.  B.A.  or  B.S. 
degree.  Experience  in  counselling 
college  students.  Familiarity  with 
health  professions  and  criteria  for 
admission  to  health  professional 
schools.  Knowledge  of  Chinatown 
and  other  Asian  American  commu¬ 
nities  preferred.  Send  resumes  to: 

Project  AHEAD 
c/o  Chinatown  Health  Clinic 
89  Baxter  Street 
New  York,  N.Y.  10013 


AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  OFFICER 
GREATER  BOSTON  LEGAL  SERVICES,  INC. 

GBLS,  Inc.,  the  principal  provider  of  legal  services  to  the  indigent 
in  the  Boston  area,  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a  person  to  serve 
as  its  affirmative  action  officer.  GBLS  employs  approximately  200 
persons  in  attorney,  paralegal,  secretarial,  and  administrative  posi¬ 
tions.  The  job  will  involve  a  review  of  present  affirmative  action 
policies,  the  drafting  of  a  comprehensive  Affirmative  Action  Plan, 
and  the  implementation  and  monitoring  of  the  plan.  Initially  the  job 
will  be  a  full-time  position  with  later  flexibility  as  to  full  or  part- 
time.  To  the  extent  the  position  develops  into  a  part-time  position, 
there  will  be  an  option  for  doing  other  work  at  GBLS  or  for  engag¬ 
ing  in  outside  consulting. 

Prior  experience  in  personnel  and  especially  in  developing  and 
implementing  affirmative  action  programs  is  highly  desired.  The 
person  must  be  able  to  work  under  strict  time  deadlines,  must  be 
able  to  work  effectively  with  the  GBLS  Affirmative  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  must  be  capable  of  learning  about  the  job  requirements 
associated  with  a  legal  services  organization. 

Salary  is  negotiable.  Minorities,  women  and  handicapped  persons 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 

Send  resume,  cover  letter,  salary  requirements,  and  list  of  refer¬ 
ences  to  Michael  J.  Haroz,  Associate  Director,  Greater  Boston 
Legal  Services,  85  Devonshire  Street,  Boston,  MA  02109. 


AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  OFFICER 
GREATER  BOSTON  LEGAL  SERVICES,  INC. 

“Work  in  Boston’s  Anti-Poverty  Program” 

BUS  DRIVER 

Transport  Head  Start  enrollees,  ages  3  to  5  years,  from  home  or 
authorized  pickup  point  to  classroom  or  other  designated  desti¬ 
nations  (field  trips,  etc.).  Maintain  discipline  during  trip.  Must  be 
able  to  operate  a  van,  station  wagon  or  standard  school  bus  and  be 
responsible  for  overseeing  service  to  the  particular  vehicle.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  transporting  children,  will  be  required  to  transport  parents, 
staff  and  to  make  other  pickups  or  deliveries  as  assigned  by  super¬ 
visor.  Other  related  duties  as  required. 

Must  have  Class  2  school  bus  driver’s  license  and  good  driving  record. 
High  school  diploma  or  GED  preferred.  Should  be  able  to  deal 
sensitively  with  pre-school  children. 

Send  applications  to 

Ms.  Martha  Whitley 

465  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02116 


ACTION  FOR  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 


178  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


ABCD,  Inc.  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  actively  seeking 
applications  under  its  Affirmative  Action  Program. 


JOB  DEVELOPER 


Survey  local  labor  market  for  employment  opportunities;  act  as 
liaison  between  prospective  employers  and  job  applicants.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  will  include  interviewing  and  evaluating  applicants’  quali¬ 
fications  and  skills;  counseling;  assisting  them  with  special  skills 
training  programs;  referrals;  interfacing  with  employers,  job  banks 
and  other  resources  to  obtain  job  listings  and  to  develop  jobs; 
arranging  interviews;  follow-up;  maintaining  files;  other  related 
duties  as  required. 

Previous  experience  in  job  development  preferred.  Good  inter¬ 
viewing  skills  essential.  Should  be  able  to  deal  sensitively  with  people 
from  diverse  socio-economic  backgrounds  and  to  establish  effective 
working  relationships  with  employers  and  applicants.  High  school 
graduate  or  equivalent.  Must  be  bi-lingual  (Cantonese/Toisanese). 


Send  resume  to 

Louis  Scrima 

Chinese-American  Civic  Association 
684  Washington  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


ACTION  FOR  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT,  INC. 

178  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

ABCD,  Inc.  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer  actively  seeking 
applications  under  its  Affirmative  Action  Program. 


MANAGING  ATTORNEY 

South  End  &  Chelsea  Offices 

Salary  $20,000  +  depending  on  experience.  Open  date, 
July  1,  1979;  close  date,  when  filled. 

Managing  attorney  position  available  in  office  located  in 
the  South  End  of  Boston,  Mass.  Responsible  for  manage¬ 
ment  of  office  including  supervision  of  three  attorneys 
and  one  paralegal.  At  least  four  years  experience-including 
some  management  experience.  Minorities,  women,  and 

handicapped  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

1 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter: 

> 

Greater  Boston  Legal  Services,  Inc. 

85  Devonshire  Street,  5th  Floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02109 

Attn:  Michael  J.  Haroz 


DEVELOPMENT  &  INDUSTRIAL  COMMISION 
City  of  Boston 

FINANCIAL  ASSISTANT 

Individual  with  MBA  (Finance)  and  knowledge  of  real  estate 
development  sought  to  be  responsible  for  Boston's  Industrial 
Revenue  Bond  Program.  Other  responsibilities  include  assisting  in 
developing  financial  packages  under  the  Neighborhood  Business 
Revitalization  Program. 

The  successful  candidate  must  be  a  Boston  resident,  or  willing 
to  relocate  to  Boston  within  six  months. 

Send  resume  in  confidence  to  Christine  Friedberg,  EDIC, 
60  Congress  Street,  Boston,  MA  02109. 

We  are  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


“Work  in  Boston’s  Anti-Poverty  Program” 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  AND  INDUSTRIAL  CORPOR¬ 
ATION  OF  BOSTON  has  the  following  openings: 

LOAN  PACKAGER 

Individual  with  MBA  (Finance)  and  1-2  years  experience  sought  to 
participate  in  Agency  program  which  develops  financial  packages 
for  Boston  industrial  and  maufacturing  companies.  Real  Estate 
background  also  helpful. 

PROJECT  COORDINATOR 

Individual  sought  to  coordinate  new  project  at  CrossTown  Industrial 
Park.  BA  plus  MA/S  and  2  years  experience,  or  4  years  experience 
in  city  planning,  business,  economics,  law  or  economic  development. 
Grant  writing  experience  necessary.  Must  be  able  to  work  well  with 
full  range  of  private  and  public  sector  interests. 

Boston  residency  is  a  decision  criteria.  Please  send  resume  to 
Christine  C.  Friedberg,  E.D.I.C.,  60  Congress  Street,  Boston  02109. 

EDIC  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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The  SAMPAN 


December  1979 


Non-union  shop  owes  back  pay  to  workers 


Editor’s  note:  In  recent  weeks, 
the  New  York  City  garment 
industry,  a  major  employer  of 
Chinese  female  workers,  has 
been  under  investigation  for 
its  illegal  labor  practices. 
Sampan  recently  checked  into 
the  Boston  garment  industry. 

Unlike  the  sweatshops  of 
New  York  City’s  Chinatown 
garment  industry,  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  shops  there  is  no  child 
labor,  no  illegally  extended 
work  hours,  and  98-percent  of 
the  shops  —  representing 
about  1200  workers  —  are 
under  the  control  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Ladies’  Garment 
Workers  Union  (ILGWU),  ac¬ 
cording  to  Milton  Kaplan, 
ILGWU  director  for  the  Bos¬ 
ton  area. 


In  contrast,  one  of  those 
non-union  shops,  Rome 
Sportswear  at  694 
Washington  Street,  owes  up 
to  $300  in  back  pay  to  15-20  of 
its  Chinese  sewing  machine 
operators.  One  of  the  affected 
Chinese  workers,  interviewed 
by  the  SAMPAN,  said  the 
shop’s  owner,  Russell  Col¬ 
ombo,  paid  the  non-Chinese 
workers,  but  held  back  pay  for 
the  Chinese  to  invest  in  sec¬ 
ond  hand  sewing  machines 
and  other  equipment. 

Colombo,  who  said  he 
bought  the  Rome  Sportswear 
business  15  months  ago,  ad¬ 
mits  to  the  allegations  of  not 
paying  the  workers.  On  his 
desk  is  a  little  cardboard  box 
in  which  the  names  and 
amounts  owed  to  individuals 
are  listed. 


“For  13  months  we’ve  been 
treatingthem  good,”  Colombo 
said.  “They  ain’t  going  to  lose 
a  dime.”  Colombo  said  he 
plans  to  pay  the  back  wages  in 
stallments  of  $20  to  $50. 

The  garment  worker  the 
Sampan  interviewed,  how¬ 
ever,  said  she  has  not  re¬ 
ceived  any  of  the  of  the  back 
pay  owed  her.  She  and  15 
other  workers  subsequently 
quit  after  not  receiving  pay. 
“The  others  stayed,”  she  said, 
“because  they  believe  (Col¬ 
ombo)  will  pay  them.” 

Colombo  insists  he  had  to 
either  invest  in  the  second 
hand  machines  in  order  to  in¬ 
crease  the  shop’s  output,  or 
close  the  shop  altogether. 
“Then  where  would  these 
people  be?”  he  asked. 

A  stitcher  at  Rome 
Sportswear  makes  $3  per 
hour,  compared  to  a  stitcher 
in  a  union  shop,  who  earns  be¬ 
tween  $5  and  $6  per  hour. 

Colombo  said  that  his  shop, 
which  still  employs  between 
seven  and  15  Chinese  women, 
does  not  make  enough  money 
to  afford  the  union. 

He  said  unionizing  his  shop 
would  cost  him  16-percent  of 


his  gross  income  for  union 
dues,  plus  another  5-percent 
for  workers’  health  care  ben¬ 
efits.  “Where’s  that  money 
supposed  to  come  from?”  Col¬ 
ombo  said. 

Non-union  “jobbers,”  the 
trade  term  for  the  big  man¬ 
ufacturing  houses,  do  not  pay 
union  dues  when  their  gar¬ 
ments  are  sewn.  If  the  shop 
unionized  then  it  must  pay 
the  jobbers’  share  of  the 
union  dues,  usually  by  adding 
the  cost  of  the  dues  to  the  cost 
of  the  work  to  be  done.  Col¬ 
ombo  says  his  shop  does  not 
make  enough  money  to  afford 
paying  those  dues. 

But  Kaplan  says  other 
shops  take  work  from  non¬ 
union  jobbers  and  still  make  a 
profit.  “Then  it’s  up  to  the 
shop  owner  to  get  (that  per¬ 
cent  for  union  dues)  from  the 
jobber.  He  has  to  get  it.  We 
have  plently  of  shops  that 
take  non-union  work  and  they 
make  sure  they  get  enough  to 
pay  the  benefits.  They  are 
good  businessmen.” 

Colombo,  Kaplan  says,  “is 
throwing  good  money  after 
bad”  by  investing  in  more 
sewing  machines. 

Meanwhile,  the  workers  are 
waiting  for  the  money  owed 
them. 


For  this  student 
Chinese  culture 
worth  the  trouble 

MICHELE  LEE 
Brookline  High  School 
Student 

What  do  I  know  about  my 
family  and  culture? 

Throughout  my  years  at 
junior  high  and  high  school,  my 
parents,  relatives  and  teachers 
have  sought  to  teach  me  the 
value  of  learning  about  my 
family  and  Chinese  culture.  My 
mother  and  father  wanted  me  to 
attend  Chinese  language  school 
but  I  refused  to  go.  None  of  the 
other  Chinese  my  age  whom  I 
knew  were  going.  Why  should  I? 
My  grandparents  would  speak  to 
me  in  Chinese  instead  of  English, 
so  that  I  might  remain  fluent  in 
Chinese.  They  also  taught  me 
how  to  write  my  Chinese  name. 
Even  my  seventh  grade  teachers 
gave  me  further  encouragement 
and  had  the  class  write  a  report 
on  our  family  and  draw  a 
family  tree  as  a  project. 

When  I  worked  on  my  reports 
and  projects  in  school,  I  learned 
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Associated  Remodeling  and  Development  Co. ,  Inc. 
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ANDREW  CHIN 

Agent  of  MORRIS  GORDON  &  SON  CO. 


All  types  of 

home  and  business  remodeling 
including  painting, 
carpentry,  and  plumbing. 
Experienced  contractors: 
Licensed  and  bonded. 

Call  Victor  Lau 
Nights:  482-1141 
Days:  782-0400 


ft  #  &  &  m. 

*  /jv-E-  >  /Jc-fr  >  o 

$$  9  'Victor  Lau 

9  ^  :  782-0400 
:  482-1141 


f 


Hi, 

My  name  is  HENRY  NG,  I  would  like  to  extend  to  everyone 
my  wishes  for  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year,  and  let 
everyone  know  the  kind  of  work  I  do. 

*Life  Insurance 

*Home  and  Auto  Insurance 

*Business  Insurance 

*Health  Insurance 

*Personalized  financial  services- 
Accounting,  taxation,  estate  planning 

HENRY  NG 

545  Boylston  Street,  3rd  floor 
Boston,  Ma.  02116 

Office:  (617)  262-1730 
Residence:  (617)  623-2015 
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MAIN  DRUG 

5  TYLER  ST.  BOSTON  MA.  02311 
TEL. :( 617)426-1808-9 

/offer  exp. 1 2/31 /79 
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continued  from  page  4 

a  lot  about  my  family  that  I 
never  knew.  When  my  grand¬ 
parents  taught  me  how  to  write 
my  name  in  Chinese,  I  felt  that  I 
had  to  learn  more.  I  wanted  to 
be  able  to  write  words  and 
sentences.  These  things  were 
important;  I  needed  to  feel  a 
personal  pride  for  my  Chinese 
culture.  I  wanted  to  be  able  to 
tell  my  future  children  and 
friends  about  my  parents  and 
the  reasons  for  choosing  to 
come  to  America. 

For  me  the  only  way  to 
satisfy  this  need  was  to  learn  my 
Chinese  culture  and  my  family 
by  myself.  I  began  be  asking  my 
grandmother  and  grandfather 
why  they  came  here  and  what 
type  of  work  my  grandfather 
used  to  do.  I  went  to  the  library 
and  took  out  a  book  on  Chinese 
character  writing.  Using  my 
father’s  Chinese  pen  and  ink 


block  I  began  with  the  easiest 
words.  Eventually  learning  to 
write  the  more  difficult  words, 
which  included  many  lines  and 
dots. 

When  I  questioned  my 
friends,  to  see  whether  or  not 
they  knew  about  their  family 
background,  I  discovered  they 
too  did  not  know  about  their 
family.  Why  is  it  that  young 
adults  today  know  so  little 
regarding  their  family  and 
culture?  Perhaps  some  do  not 
care,  bother  or  realize  the  real 
value  of  this  knowledge.  For 
example,  when  I  visited  some 
Jewish  friends  at  their  Hebrew 
school,  they  came  to  class  to 
learn  about  their  culture,  but  all 
they  did  was  fool  around.  Later 
as  one  grows  older  and  more 
mature  one  may  discover  that 
one  should  have  taken  advantage 
of  these  opportunities  to  learn. 
Perhaps  another  reason  people 
do  not  learn,  is  that  parents  and 


Within  24  hours  after  the  Oct.  25  groundbreaking,  construc¬ 
tion  crews  moved  in  and  began  work  on  the  New  England 
Medical  Center  Hospital’s  new  $40  million  Floating  Hospital. 
The  pediatric  facility,  which  started  in  a  ship  in  Boston  harbor 
in  1894,  will  span  Washington  Street.  Completion  date  is  late 
1982. 


A  public  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday,  January  7,  1980  at 
the  Quincy  Community  School,  885  Washington  St.,  Boston  on 
Massport's  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  regarding  the 
seaport  development  at  Boston  Marine  Industrial  Park.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  from  7  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

Massport  welcomes  your  participation  in  this  meeting,  as  well 
as  your  written  comments  you  may  wish  to  submit.  Please 
forward  written  comments  to: 

Norman  Faramelli 
Director  of  Planning 
Massport  Authority 
99  High  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 10 


THE  CAMBRIDGE 
SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 


their  children  born  in  different 
countries  feel  a  gap.  The 
children  attend  English  speaking 
schools,  therefore  adopting 
English  as  the  major  language. 

Everyone  should  know  about 
their  family  history  and  culture. 
Though  people  live  in  this 
country,  it  should  not  mean  that 
people  abandon  the  old  cus¬ 
toms,  celebrating  Chinese  New 
Year  and  the  August  Moon  or 
giving  oranges  for  good  luck  to 
friends  and  relatives  on  New 
Year  or  eating  chicken  on  one’s 
birthday.  The  new  culture 
(Valentine’s  Day  and  the  4th  of 
July  and  Christman)  should  be 
included  in  one’s  culture,  not 
overwhelm  or  exclude  it.  A 
person’s  past  culture  is 
important. 

By  knowing  your  culture  it 
will  make  you  more  aware  of 
other  people  and  their 
feelings. 


Bilingual 
meeting  greets 
winter  season 

To  celebrate  the 


Parks  &  Rec  Department 


imitates  speeding  bullet 


The  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  is  to  be  credited 
with  swift  action  in  their  response  last  week  to  a  phone  call  de¬ 
scribing  the  deplorable  and  dangerous  condition  of  South  Cove  Park 
on  Oak  Street.  Barely  24  hours  after  the  call,  a  crew  of  four  work¬ 
men  arrived  at  the  park  and  raked  up  a  truck  load  of  broken  glass, 
discarded  clothing,  paper  and  leaves  from  one  of  the  few  green 


beginning  of  the  win¬ 
ter  season,  bilingual 
parents  of  school  age 
children  will  host  an 


spots  in  Chinatown.  But  there  is  more  to  be  done  if  the  park  is  to 
be  safe  and  pleasant  for  everyone,  and  the  department  has  promised 
to  continue  work.  Needed  are  new  swings,  a  repaired  slide,  paint 
for  the  fence  and  at  least  another  two  truck  loads  of  debris  to  be 
hauled  away. 


informal  social  gath¬ 
ering  at  the  Acorn 
Daycare  Center,  21 4 
Harrison  Ave. ,  Dec. 23 
between  1  :j50  and  3 
p.m*- 

Pood  will  be  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Chinese 
Economic  Development 
Council.  All  Chinese 
parents  are  urged  to 
attend. 


For  sale  by  owner 

Single  family  home  with  basement 
apartment.  Near  Brigham's  Circle. 
Price  negotiable.  Eight  rooms  and 
two  baths.  Call  566-5637  or  277- 
1782 

/ 


MARTHA'S  VINEYARD 


BUS.  436-5700 


RES.  361-3569 
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JAMES  LEO  TRAYERS 

Funeral  Director 


Edgartown,  half  acre  lots.  Great 
location.  $18,900.  Excellent 
terms.  $5200.  down,  balance  at 
8.9%  for  240  months.  Monthly 
payments  $122.38.  Reply:  RE 
Agent,  Box  608,  Dept.  Y. 
Lexington,  Ma  02173 


BILINGUAL  TEACHERS 
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LOWELL  SUN-FATHER  JOHN'S 


Immediate  openings.  $1 3K  minimum,  Bachelor’s  degree  and 
Mass.  Dept.  Education  Cert,  in  Bilingual  specialty  required. 

•  CANTONESE/ENG.  Grades  K-8 

•  GREEK/ENG.  Grades  9-12 

•  HAITIAN  CREOLE/FRENCH/ENG.  Grades  K-8 

For  additional  information  and  complete  job  description  or  to 
file  an  application,  please  send  letter  of  introduction  (speci¬ 
fying  position  desired)  and  resume  to: 

Stephen  J.  Theall,  Director  of  Personnel 
Cambridge  School  Department 
Department  G 
1 59  Thorndike  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 

Equal  Opportunity /Affirmative  Action  Employer 


SOCIAL  SERVICE  ASSISTANT 

South  Cove  Community  Health  Center,  a  non-profit  neighbor¬ 
hood  health  center,  has  immediate  openings  for  2  social  service 
assistants.  Applicants  must  be  bilingual  in  Chinese/English  and 
possess  a  high  school  diploma.  6-  months  experience  with  human 
service  delivery  organization  also  required.  Job  duties  include 
registering  patients;  providing  escort  and  interpreting  services 
to  Chinese  speaking  patients;  assisting  clients  with  applications 
for  governmental  benefits;  providing  couseling  under  super¬ 
vision  of  a  social  worker;  assisting  Chinese  speaking  patients 
with  bill  adjustments;  translating  center  publications  from  English 
to  Chinese.  Starting  salary  is  $9,000  annually  plus  standard 
benefit  plan  for  a  40-  hour  week.  Please  respond  to  Ms.  Meg 
Bradley,  South  Cove  Community  Health  Center,  885  Washington 
St.,  Boston,  Ma  02111.  Equal  opportunity  employer  M/F. 


54  PLEASANT  ST. 

Scally  Funeral  Home  Dorchester,  ma  02125 


RESTAURANT  FOR  SALE 


Section  8  Housing  for  the  Elderly 
Rents  based  on  25%  of  income 
Eff.  1-BR  &  2-BR  apts.  complete 
with  stove,  refrig.,  disposal,  A/C,  wall 
to  wall  carpeting. 

Handicapped  units  available. 


Southeast  of  Worcester  near  city. 

Going  business 
Seats  150 
Full  liquor  license 
Fully  equipped 


Financed  by:  M.H.F.A. 
Equal  Housing  Opportunity 

Call:  454-0229 
73  Market  St. 

Lowell,  Ma.  01853 
Mon-Fri.  10  a.m. -4  p.m. 


Owner  will  help  finance.  Opportunity  for  only  Chinese 
restaurant  in  area.  Call 

Joyce  O’Connor 
33  Elm  Street,  Millbury,  MA 
617-865-5555 


RESTAURANT  FOR  SALE 
BY  OWNER 

Full  license.  Seats  70.  Good  location 
for  Chinese  restaurant.  Framingham. 
Call  883-8057 


BLACKSTONE 
NEW  ENGLAND 
CORPORATION 


£  m  w  m 

Worcester 

•  fiffilS  »  0  15° 


FOR  SALE  BY  OWNER 

In  Framingham.  Single  family  house 
with  2  fireplaces  and  basement. 
5  bedrooms,  2%  baths.  2.5  land¬ 
scaped  acres.  Good  neighborhood. 
Phone  883-8057 


FOR  SALE  IN  BROOKLINE 

3-family  brick 
Price,  $195,000 
For  details  call 
Bentley  Associates 
734-4141 
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The  SAMPAN 


December  1979 


Inside  old  Quincy  School,  unused  for  years,  desks  and  floors  are 
covered  with  peeled  paint.  Some  windows  are  sealed  with  ply¬ 
wood,  but  others  are  wide  open  or  their  glass  broken  out,  making 
convvenient  flyways  for  the  pigeons  that  live  on  the  third  floor. 


Money 

Man 


Time  is  fast  running  out  for 
tax  maneuvering.  Any  un¬ 
timely  or  neglected  move  at 
this  time  may  mean  unneces¬ 
sary  taxes. 

In  the  case  of  stocks  or 
bonds,  a  paper  lost  can  be 
used  as  an  offset  toward  capi¬ 
tal  gains.  This  is  any  gain 
from  the  sale  of  a  personal 
possession.  Three  thousand 
dollars  ($3,000)  of  a  net  short¬ 
term  loss  is  deductible  from 
ordinary  income  for  this  year. 

Stocks  or  bonds  held  for  a 
year  or  longer  are  considered 
long-term.  In  this  case,  only 
only  50%  of  the  losses  can  be 
used  as  an  offset;  that  is,  it 
takes  $2.00  of  long-term  capi¬ 
tal  loss  to  reduce  ordinary  in¬ 
come  by  $1.00. 

All  of  the  above  is  assuming 
you  have  a  dim  view  of  your 
security  to  warrant  a  sale. 
With  the  long-term  capital 
gains  tax  at  60%  it  may  be 
wise  not  taking  a  loss  if  you 
are  bullish.  A  few  calculations 
will  determine  the  proper 
course  to  take. 

The  strategy  is  to  minimize 
your  tax  bite  .  Perhaps  a  de¬ 
ferral  into  1980  is  best  where: 

(1)  an  economic  recovery  and, 
hopefully,  your  stock’s  price, 

(2)  holding  into  1980  gives  you 
a  potential  long-term  gain. 
However,  you  risk  putting 
yourself  into  a  potentially 
higher  tax  bracket  if  your 
1980  income  increases. 

The  dates  to  remember  are 
December  21  for  taking  pro¬ 
fits  and  December  31  for  los¬ 
ses.  You  must  sell  on  or  before 
these  dates  to  take  advantage 
of  tax  benefits.  Selling  for 
profits  the  “regular  way” 
means  delivery  of  certificates 
and  payments  within  five 
business  days.  If  you  missed 
the  21st.  date,  you  can  sell  for 
“next  day”  or  immediately  for 
“cash”  transactions.  The  lat¬ 
ter  two  transactions  usually 
means  you  must  take  a  small 
discount  of  Vs  (12.5  0)  from  the 
previous  sale  price. 

Another  stategy  is  to  “short 
against  the  box”.  This  term 
refers  to  “shorting  or  selling” 
your  own  security  to  insure 
against  a  market  downturn. 
(We  buy  “long”  for  expected 
price  increases.  We  “short”  in 
the  hope  the  stock  goes  down 
and,  therefore,  profit  from  the 
difference.)  In  effect,  the  sec¬ 
urity  you  presently  own  de¬ 
creases  in  value  but  you  gain 
on  the  shorted  stock  —  neut¬ 
ralizing  the  total  position. 
After  January  1,  the  whole 
package  is  unbundled  by 
“covering”  or  buying  back  the 
shorted  stock,  owning  the 


original  security  (for  sale  in 
1980).  Complicated?  Check 
your  broker  because  its  done 
every  year-end. 

A  word  of  caution.  Do  not 
buy  back  a  stock  or  substitute 
a  closely  related  stock  that 
you’ve  sold  at  a  loss  within  31 
days.  The  Internal  Revenue 
Service  calls  these  transac¬ 
tions  “wash  sales”  and  will 
disallow  any  tax  deductions. 


Task  Force  wants 
community  vote 

The  Chinatown  Housing 
and  Land  Development  Task 
Force  has  commended  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Au¬ 
thority’s  recent  letter  to 
Tufts  —  New  England  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  (T-NEMC),  re¬ 
questing  the  school  to  relin¬ 
quish  one  of  two  land  parcels 
it  holds  so  that  much  needed 
housing  for  Chinatown  can  be 
built. 

However,  in  the  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  BRA  director 
Robert  Ryan,  the  Task  Force 
also  recommended  the  BRA 
widen  the  scope  of  its  effort  to 
include  six,  not  just  two,  par¬ 
cels  held  by  T-NEMC.  The 
Task  Force,  in  its  Chinatown 
Housing  Plan  (CHOP)  has 
identified  the  six  parcels  as 
having  “potential  for  housing 
development.” 

The  Nov.  7  letter  also  said 
that  if  negotiations  concern¬ 
ing  the  two  proposed  sites 
take  place,  the  community 
should  have  the  “critical 
decision-making  role”  in 
those  negotiations. 

Dismissing  an  informal 
presentation  by  T-NEMC,  the 
BRA  or  “heads  of  a  few 
Chinatown  agencies,”  the 
Task  Force  called  for  a  “well- 
publicized  community  wide 
electoral  process”  to  select 
representatives  to  any 
negotiations. 
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